[Therapeutic efficacy of chloroquine in the uncomplicated malaria due to Plasmodium falciparum in hospital patients in central Ivory Coast (1997-2000)].
A study in vivo of Plasmodium falciparum sensitivity to chloroquine was carried out from April 1997 to February 2000 at Yamoussoukro, Kossou and Bouaké in the central region of Côte d'Ivoire. This study was included in the national Plasmodium falciparum-sensitivity program. One hundred and sixteen subjects consulting for suspected malaria were included according to the WHO's standard of 14 days. Chloroquine was administered on a dosage of 25 mg/kg, spread over three days. Among 108 subjects who finished the treatment, 26.9% (29/108) had therapeutic failure to chloroquine (23 precocious therapeutic failure and 6 late therapeutic failure). Chloroquine was more efficacious in Yamoussoukro (87.5% of clinical appropriate response) and Bouaké (82.5%) than in Kossou (61.7%). Parasitic reduction on subjects with therapeutic failure was higher than 85%. The risk of therapeutic failure is not linked to age of patient. Before a revaluation of this situation, chloroquine should always be recommended as a first-line treatment for uncomplicated malaria for the local populations.